Pronoun Finder

Personal pronouns and indefinite pronouns can be candidates for pronoun reference errors (often called pronoun-antecedent agreement errors).  As you know, pronouns must match in person and number with their antecedents.  The Pronoun Finder will help you check your writing for these kinds of errors.

Pronoun Chart

	
	Singular
	Plural

	1st Person
	I me my mine
	We us our ours

	2nd Person
	you your yours yourself
	you your yours yourself

	3rd Person
	he she it 

his hers its

him her 

himself, herself


	they them their theirs

themselves

	 All nouns are third person
	Singular Indefinites
	Plural Indefinites
	Singluar or plural depending on context

	Indefinites are 3rd person
	no one

none

nobody

nothing

anybody

anyone

anything

everyone

everybody
	everything

someone

somebody

something

one

each

either

neither
	both

few

several

many
	all

any

more

most

much

none

some


SEARCH STRATEGIES FOR THE PRONOUN FINDER

	Search for this word
	You will find at the same time

	YOU
	YOU, YOUR, YOURS

	HE
	HE, SHE, HER, HERS, THEY, THEM, THEIR, THEIRS

	IT
	IT, ITS

	 OUR
	OUR, OURS


USING THE PRONOUN FINDER

In order to find personal or indefinite pronouns that are in error and correct them, use the Find function in your word processing program. Follow these steps.

1. Put cursor at top of document.

2. Click on Edit (on toolbar at top of screen).

3. Click on Find, Find and Replace dialog box appears.

4. Into Find What box, key in desired personal or indefinite pronoun.  If Match Case box is checked, un-check it by clicking the checkmark. Click on Find Next. The computer will highlight pronoun.

5. Read sentence and follow these steps:

a. Identify antecedent.

b. Identify person and number of antecedent.

c. Identify person and number of pronoun.

d. Do pronoun and antecedent match?  If not, correct the pronoun reference error

e. If no antecedent, is there an error?  If so, correct the pronoun reference error

6. If antecedent and pronoun match, click on Find Next.

To make correct pronoun reference errors follow these steps:

· Highlight pronoun in document. OR highlight antecedent.

· Key in correction in document.

· Correct the verb and any other words if necessary.

Click on Find Next and repeat process until all pronouns are checked

